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A Tribute to Brother Shince Abraham, the Quiet Saint

Fr Joe Eruppakkatt SSP, Pune

Brother Shince Abraham’s sudden death on 2 August 2025, during the community picnic,
brought tears and deep sorrow to everyone who knew him. He was a man of few words, yet to
me, his spiritual guide and confessor for the past one year, he was an “open book.” He hid
nothing: During each meeting, he would share with me his progress in spiritual life, his
experiences in community living, and most importantly, his relationship with his only friend —
Jesus. It is to this friend he would converse daily with a sense of freedom and intimacy. His
integrity, sincerity, hard work and unwavering commitment to his religious consecration and his
duties left an indelible mark on his brothers, his family and all those who knew him. For a year
I'walked beside him in prayer and friendship, listening to his silent struggles and celebrating his
quiet joys.

The evening of Friday, 1 August 2025, that is, the day before the tragic accident, Brother
Shince spent an hour in spiritual guidance with me, culminating in sacramental confession.
During that friendly conference, he bared his soul, he spoke of his brother’s career plans, his
father’s business, and his vocation as a soon-to-be ordained priest. He shared with me also the
following days’ picnic plans, and the menu as he was the ‘refectorian’ of the community.

Early that fateful morning of 2 August, Brother Shince had the privilege of participating in
the community’s Eucharistic celebration and receive the Holy Eucharist as viaticum — the “last
and most indispensable” nourishment for the dying, as affirmed by the Catechism (CCC 1524).
He lived a simple life of sanctity, never failing to reach out to anyone in need, and God rewarded
him with such a graceful passing from this world.

Brother Shince’s life reflected the holy desire to grow in virtue. He was regular in seeking
spiritual guidance, a practice the Church encourages as a means of sanctification and growth in
holiness. His dedication mirrors the words of St Thomas Aquinas, who taught that true contrition
and openness to the “sacred tribunal of confession” are the very signs of a soul yearning for
God.

In the wake of his loss, I feel both grief and profound comfort. The Church assures us that
those who die in a state of grace “intercede for us” from heaven. After his death, a friend called
me up and said “You are a lucky person because you were used by God to prepare this holy
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person for his passage to heaven.” Indeed, the privilege of being chosen to accompany a soul to
its final hour is a divine grace, I truly believe. That evening I gently reminded him that he should
form the habit of reading spiritual books. He asked me for suggestions and I readily obliged. As
soon as he left, I glanced through our bookshelf and chose the book, “Inner Voice of Love”, by
Henry Nouwen, and kept on my table to be given to him after he returns from picnic. Hardly did
I know then that he was already being prepared to respond to the “inner voice” of the love of his
life, Christ the Master, calling him to the heavenly banquet.

Although the void left by Brother Shince’s departure is profound, I continue to feel his
energetic presence, especially in moments of prayer. I sense his intercession, a reminder that
the communion of saints unites us across the veil of death.

Brother Shince Abraham lived a life of quiet holiness, embraced the sacraments at the
moment they mattered most, and now rests in the light and beauty of heaven, interceding for
those he left behind. His story reminds us that death, while painful, is not the end; it is the
passage to the eternal banquet promised by Christ. May we all follow his example — regularly
seeking spiritual guidance, approaching the throne of mercy in confession, receiving the Eucharist
as our pledge of eternal life, and trusting in the loving intercession of the saints.
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Shince bro... is the name that constantly comes to me when I am in need of any genuine
feedback. He is a model of simplicity and truthfulness. I remind myself constantly that though his
absence is felt physically, he is a permanent member of the community now. Wish to see you
brother, in the following life. Till then do pray for us...
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“From Engineering Machines to Building Souls -
The Journey of Bro. Abraham Shince OIC”

Bro. Joshin Joy OIC

The sudden demise of Bro. Abraham Shince OIC has left an unfillable void in our hearts. He
was not just a brother under formation; he was a beacon of joy, simplicity, and commitment to the
Lord’s call.

I had the blessing to walk with him during our novitiate, that sacred stage of religious life
where we search and surrender ourselves to God. In those days, bro.Shince stood out—not for
loudness or display, but for the quiet strength and gentle smile that could brighten even the most
tiring moments.

What made his journey even more inspiring was his late vocation. After completing his
Mechanical Engineering, when many of his friends were pursuing careers in industries and
companies, he chose another path—the path less traveled. He left behind machines to embrace
mysteries, he exchanged a career for a calling, and he decided not just to engineer machines, but
to engineer souls for God.

In his third year of theology, he was so close—just one year away from ordination. How our
hearts ache when we think that he would have been wearing the priestly robes, standing at the
altar, bringing Christ to others. But God, in His divine wisdom, called him home sooner than we
ever expected.

His smile was his signature—always pure, always encouraging. He taught us without words
that joy is the strongest witness to God’s presence. As one saint beautifully said, “The saints are not
sad, because a sad saint is a contradiction. "Truly, Bro. Shince lived this spirit. Though his life was
short, it was full. He remains for us a role model—an engineer who built bridges to heaven, a
brother who inspired, a friend who strengthened, and a child of God who gave everything back to
his Creator.

As we remember him, let us hold on to the words of Scripture: “The memory of the just is
blessed” (Proverbs 10:7). His memory will always remain with us, not as sorrow, but as strength; not
as absence, but as a reminder that God calls us to live deeply, love purely, and smile joyfully, no
matter how long or short our journey may be.

You built not machines, but hearts with care, (@—‘f
A soul so gentle, beyond compare. ‘ ’
Though gone too soon, your light will stay, ‘*\
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