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Venerable Mar Ivanios:
A Man of Hope rooted in the Scripture

Bro. Linson Mathew OIC

All living beings are mortal. Some keep dying even though alive, while some keep living
even though already dead. Mar Ivanios, the prophet of Reunion movement is a name etched in the
memory of many and also written in gold in the annals of history. On July 15, 2025, the Malankara
Catholic Church celebrated the 72™ commemoration of his legacy that still continues to inspire
million and millions. When I ponder on the life of Mar Ivanios, I can’t help but admire the heroic
bravery of Archbishop Venerable Mar Ivanios. I believe that the true face of a person is revealed
when he or she is at the face of an adversity. It is the ‘brave Mar Ivanios’ that stands out for me out
of the many facets of his great personality. He faced immense challenges all throughout his life but
he never backed down or sunk into the abyss of dejection and hopelessness. Rather, his unfailing
trust and surrender in God enabled him to face these challenges with courage and hope. Mar
Ivanios was able to trust God’s will because he was able to encounter God in his life. He was a man
of Hope. This is the reason behind his courageous decision to enter into Catholic communion in
spite of many of his supporters backing down at the last moment.

Venerable Mar Ivanios is not an out dated luminous figure who once walked on this planet
Earth. Rather, he is as relevant to these times just as he was during his life-time. Pope Francis, of
holy memory, had designated the year 2025 as a Jubilee Year or Holy Year, with the theme ‘Pilgrims
of Hope’. The Malankara Catholic Church also very specially designated the period from Sep 20,
2024 - Sep 19, 2025 as the ‘Year of the Word of God’. It is so fascinating to realize that Mar Ivanios
was a ‘Man of Hope’ who was rooted in ‘the Word of God’ and is now our beacon of light in our
journey as ‘Pilgrims of Hop’. Mar Ivanios once said: “God is not only my creator and master, and he
is my last end and final ambition” (Mar Ivanios, Dhyana Kusumangal, pg. 20). Mar Ivanios
encountered the last end of his life i.e., God in the living Word (Scripture), the sacramental and
ecclesial life of the Church and in Monastic life. One of the most famous dictums of Mar Ivanios is
“Possession of God is nobler than service of God”. The process of ‘possession of God’ is a never-
ending, life-long process. It is an active engagement to encounter Him in the Word of God, liturgy
and in our day-to-day lives.

Mar Ivanios gave tremendous importance to Scripture in his life. He sought answers and
took decisions by rooting his life in the Scripture. Mar Ivanios found his anchor in the Scripture
which enabled him to take the right decisions all throughout his life. For example, he gave the
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name ‘Bethany’ to the religious congregation he founded and imbibed the spirituality of Bethany
saints Martha, Mary and Lazar by praying and meditating on the Word of God. It is biblical to its
core. Mar Ivanios looked at liturgy as a means of encountering and possessing God. According to
Mar Ivanios, the fundamental aim of liturgy is the ‘divinisation of the human person’ or the ‘union
with God’ (The Theological Visions of Mar Ivanios, pg. 117). For Mar Ivanios, Sannyasa or
Monasticism is a life-long process of possessing God. Monastic life or sannyasa in fact is the
proclamation and witness of Jesus Christ who is revealed in the Word of God. In Sannyasa Jeevitha
Sabayi, Mar Ivanios points out that Jesus Christ is the first Sannyasi.

In these morally challenging times, we have to face life with courage and faith. Mar Ivanios
inspires us to be brave and courageous and hopeful in all circumstances. We become brave and
resilient when we find our anchor in God. In our conscious efforts to possess God by living a life
rooted in the Word of God, liturgy and Monastic simplicity, we begin to enter into the process of
assimilating Christ and becoming one with Him. It is nothing but this communion with God that
ultimately enables us to be brave and courageous at the face of trials and tempest of life.
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From Novitiate Light to Jubilee Glory
Fr. Aloysius Karimarathinal OIC

There are some words that act as a compass for our lives. For a religious, one of those words is
novitiate. It’s not just a place or a time; it’s a sacred season that shapes a heart and sets a course. It’s
a mountaintop experience, much like the one where Jesus took Peter, James, and John. Up there, in
the glory of transfiguration, the apostles caught a glimpse of heaven so profound they wanted to
build tents and stay there. The novitiate is that same kind of mountaintop - a season of intense joy,
deep prayer, and spiritual discovery that roots a person in God.

After the Transfiguration, Jesus led His disciples back down into the valley - the place of everyday
struggles and challenges. After novitiate, we too step into the valley of community life, studies, and
mission, with all its joys and challenges, no longer sheltered by the strict structure of formation.

As we honor six priests who began their journey on that holy mountaintop 25 years ago and have
walked faithfully in the valleys of ministry ever since. As we celebrate Silver Jubilee of their
religious profession, we reflect on the countless ways they have been transformed by God and
have, in turn, become instruments of transformation for others.Like the apostles, they have known
both trials and triumphs and like the apostles, they have remained faithful. We honor them by
recalling how each one reflects an apostolic spirit.

Fr. Thomas George Kochuvadakkel OIC

Like St. James the Greater, one of Jesus’ closest companions, Fr. Thomas George has walked both
the mountaintop of inspiration and the challenging valley of daily life with a quiet strength and
unshakeable faith. Known for his steadfast loyalty and innate wisdom, he approaches every situation
with a practical prudence that has made him a beacon of leadership. As a Provincial Councilor, he’s
not just a decision-maker; he is a shepherd who guides his community with clarity and hope. He has
an ability to see the bigger picture, steering the community through critical moments and opening
up new paths for mission. His leadership is both strong and gentle, demonstrating that true authority
comes not from a position, but from a heart dedicated to service.

Fr. Binoy George Theradiyil OIC

Jesus once said of Nathanael, also known as St. Bartholomew, “Here is a true Israelite; there is no
deceit in him.” These words perfectly capture the essence of Fr. Binoy. He is a man of refreshing
sincerity and innocence, who speaks high of others emphasizing their merits rather than drawbacks.
Known for his hard work and straightforward nature, he is a person you can truly depend on, a rock

I ANI B0 29ALI - RN 2025



of trust and integrity. His diligence is also evident in the flourishing flower garden he tends,
dedication for manual labor and many other projects undertaken for the common good. His quiet
strength and honest heart make him a living example of integrity in religious life—a true and
dependable servant of God.

Fr. Samuel Jobin Kochukaliekkal OIC

Fr. Jobin has the gift of asking the right questions — about life, faith, and mission — much like
St. Thomas the Apostle, whose honest searching led to a deeper encounter with the Risen Lord. An
excellent organizer, he now serves as the Secretary General of the Bethany Ashram, guiding important
works with dedication and clarity. He can truly be called a son of Bethany, as even his family home
bears that name. His philosophical insights and academic brilliance set him apart as a thinker, while
his joyful presence lights up any gathering. Through his gifted eye for photography, he has preserved
countless moments in the life of our community, ensuring that many of our priests are remembered
through the beauty of his lens.

Fr. Blessen George Edanattu OIC

Fr. Blessen’s life is a testament to the power of quiet faithfulness. With a remarkable talent for
music, he lifts hearts to God notjust with words, but with the simple beauty of his melodies. Much
like St. John, the beloved disciple who leaned on Jesus’ heart, Fr. Blessen lives his life close to the
Lord, in a quiet and steady rhythm of simplicity and fidelity. He works diligently behind the
scenes, letting the fruit of his labor—both in his music and his ministry—speak for itself. In his
gentle manner and steadfast service, he inspires others without the need for fanfare, proving that a
life lived in humble imitation of Christ is the most powerful sermon of all.

Fr. Shaiju Mathew Meppurathu OIC

Like St. Luke the Evangelist, who was not one of the original Twelve but used his creative gifts to
tell the story of Jesus, Fr. Shaiju proclaims the Good News through art. A gifted, self-taught artist, he
uses his creative talents to make the Gospel visible and alive. His iconic painting of the Bethany
Saints has become a cherished symbol, widely used and loved by the community. Through his
brushstrokes, he captures the beauty of holiness and inspires devotion in the faithful. Fr. Shaiju’s art
is a testament to how God can use our unique talents to share His message, making the story of
Christ not just a memory, but a living, breathing reality in our hearts.

Fr. Abraham Ayyanthiyil OIC
The life of Fr. Abraham is a reflection of a true missionary spirit, one that instinctively puts the

needs of others first. Like St. Andrew the Apostle, who brought others directly to Christ,
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Fr. Abraham’s friendly and welcoming nature draws people in and points them toward the Lord.
His tireless dedication has been a blessing to both schools and parishes, where he has ministered
with a genuine and selfless care for people. His loyalty to God and his community is evident in
everything he does. His zeal for souls is so great that he has often set aside his own convenience
and even his health in order to serve others. His vision is not only to bring heaven to earth through
the Gospel, but also to make the earth itself a more beautiful place — cultivating life and beauty
through his love for agriculture. In all these ways, he plants seeds, nurtures growth, and rejoices in
the harvest that God provides.

The Call to “Quo Vadis?”

The apostles spent years with Jesus in the difficult and joyful rhythm of daily life before His Ascension.
They faced persecution, doubt, and hardship, yet they never lost their faith. We remember Peter,
who, fleeing persecution in Rome, had a vision of Jesus walking toward the city. “Quo vadis,
Domine?” he asked—"Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “I am going to Rome to be crucified
again.” This encounter sent Peter back to face his own cross, and in his final act of humility, he
asked to be crucified upside down, seeing the world and God’s Kingdom from a new perspective.

Our six jubilarians began their own journey twenty-five years ago, stepping out from the mountaintop
of their novitiate into the valley of mission. Like the apostles, they have experienced both joy
and sacrifice, fruitfulness and hardship. And like the apostles, they have remained loyal to Christ
and the community, trusting in Almighty God who called them.

A jubilee is not just a time for celebration; it’s a moment to ask ourselves, “Quo vadis? Where am I
going?” The silver in their years is a symbol of faith refined by challenges. May their lives, through
even deeper intimacy with God, shine into gold by the time of their Golden Jubilee.

May the Lord who guided Apostle’s steps continue to guide theirs—and ours—until our final step
brings us home to Him. Congratulations, dear Bethanians, and God bless you on this sacred
anniversary.

aIm eI Bo 20OLI - QIO 2025



a3l Bom®» ~O§FWETMINS

(2000 6n194))

AOEEBS)OS @RYBLAUGAUINBIMODING 25-00 QAIOBHlB0 @YELI0aH]He)EMI0U3
9OBAICOMIS)o D AilUD)RLVI(OWHS BINAIW] AMEBBOHS VB |S)OTIW ABAICOIS))BS
MWBlWO@3 MBBBIOS a0 iBWo MSIHH)AM). TVAMIOATV alDEE2a0I®Y KRlailMo & al®)o
eaie)allgl@)o TVEMMOaUA)o H&HIME HMV® 80) Rlalloaoem. oo &RlalmWI GV
aOEBO8 Alfl MSOMIV (HITV@)MINM)0 VBTIOSIOTIV UM TVA OGN0 MA3]
BMOYaM).

en1ela0Imo)o @REWON0)A0W AM&EBHZ allvoldTLOmIeEIS)OD Qflgla] V0ediea ]SO
GMAINOTIMOV] AIA@IGla] HOBAISHI}MIEDTIN MMIlEo af)dd HBOMIANC UMW
cu)@lnoaillead aymileno (alemozo @A {len)a). Alalyd:00)MICIG AluBln00W)HS
qmnlead® aoalwye @PMEANEH)AI0M MIWlaj®oem meaBg)os RIaloomlead
WeMIG(Mo® . @®m aommlwio @M)BIMo MEBUWBHY @IM®)o nieIAAoW]
BB EBHSa|R)6N30Wl0)aM).

AOEBBIOS alBlUoleIm MIB)HSICE MEBOS 0)ala|S)OMIY HOBSA @0 2MIHOW)0
@OV al®OOMINOW)o BY TVEANIBOEBHSW)0 ME@BEBINSIajo HTVAIMOE]
RN OODIT3 18085800 M@IBM TVEANIBOEBRHSW)0 MBW TVEANIBOBROHSW)0 DD
@RAINVOEOMIG TV EMaOECOMINS BOAHH)IMN). @I0}AIEl GR VACTINAlI G@RYBYAIGaHo
@RM)MIABIBN)MD af)MIo  TVEANIAUCDINIS)E:)SIWIEM. 1996-L£1)o, 1998-Llj0 EMNEBBB)OS
@YBIAUBGH aloldleimomlcd ®loyalel B3O @Y WaOIfLl MM §eaIBl:00W
alGH0021EWOTY @PajM)o, ollgd@ @0a]M)o, (HIGIVICIVI0 @Ba]M)o, GRHNENI @a]M)o
MEEBUBHH B0} @AD ENILNOMIM OO 2IOMY0 BCBHEN0 DOH)QAM aldSIIOM@I6EM).
NILDM] @RYROMIOL! @YBY BROWEBBOIW MY HHAIG]HE MILNIMIMB HOaIDMYo EPMIN]
aBIPO VG EDEEBBURBHE) alHGIN) M@ HEMBOV]. @S M)HlendcBOmlalvealo
@RGUIBal)0Om)o MORINMITOWIAI0 aM@BBS)HS alOMo TVINANIHH TV oFAUOHOW)o
M®BIEWINS @MIVACIHH)M).

1999-2000-206NE1@3 @PEUOOH )00 GMOANGaHY] @R UACIIIGE Mia0). 6O @RAIOM
WlaUemOmIeno AT 200ilGRIO @RAOR GRYELIOCUlS: aldlvolaiImOmlene B0) Aldato
emoaileauyq @eEIIV1$9}I0M MOWla® AVEIMIUECOMINS D  @AITVO O] T3
@RM)MAGENMM). aliMI ERYURCMILIWIEY)M 2emomaTlalwlene mInMm] caIdall2emom
afloomlenoe adleenaall, @lewosE] aloMo a)BOMIWIBH)AU0M MVOWlaj® 80) aelw
BOWIDOW] MAN)o HOJMIAN). MEBBBIOS al0lwlelm &oelesalcd (&1a ®»I1w
alDEE2aJI®IOIM 20@YH@OV] MABIG®IMN ameaBes aldluoleilafla) 1)0)EOMOEO0S)Bs
HLOE2M® M EMadGOMINS adiBVOMIG @M 20189)aN). M1EB8)0S

20001 - RIOTY 2025 TN TINTEERY 45



208(YMIBE3UEBBJ0 @IO)OMENGHS)o AT FNEBHS VB |SIOMHVW)o EMEBBIOS
U0)(U0)UOW HA 2P0 |S)TIMN)BHW)0 621Q)AN).

DY QIGUMBBSIHLINOHH IN@BEBONSIajo WO HalT® TVEa0IBOHEAG]HHOW)0
DSQAU0NEBBUS, &)S1oNI00NE@BUS, dVJA0 OMBNUW af)MTAUOO OBICWISS
@EMMAG1L6)IM). TVEIDOHAD]HWPWI0 (AIVWITVODIOMW)o TVAWEBSIT MIEBBIOHS
(aI0B@NM®Y0 GLalO@VIAOMAN0 af)N)o ENEBBUBSES allam)em@owloymm). avladaid &yemileil
aldao B30} MBI, MBIEWINS @IGIHTMEMIGHAIIMY0 @ I1BHMOEWIOS
@e@MOyamM)o Mladad Rymileill aldao MIBBB)HS MVEMado AMEBBEBIS @RYaOIIMo
©21Q)MMN). GRBLAUGAUINBIM TVAVDED MEBBUISS LIl §OBAUM ! (al0BEOMWITI
poRiellalla] WIS} MDD GOAITVOC FMEBUE DalCWIWIHNAM). TLADIOAV
al®eooadlmyomlom madaqjem R1UMO®IT YONVIA0EOMIS}o TV EMadECAMIS)o
I ®)aiload MeMado HHBAURMADIM  aldh@IN) M@HIAIM MIEBBBIOS (aI0BEONM
AMEBBUBHE NVAM] MDBHOS. TVANIOMV alDEE2a0I®) RIal®o (GlM®Ald) TMVOGHYo
D@3 R10l®2066] 209)0I008 @)SB@MMY0 MIEBBBOS (A 1dBGNM EMEBBUY BREAIMHIHE)IM).

MIEManEOMIS)o MA3leWISs)o,
an0. ZHOW GRS AISSIUIM)BNG3 63.6ag).aVl.
a00. MNIMWIES MSEHOV]@3 &.6a4g).aVl.
aN). aHIR) 6. HLIQN H0)A00al)M)AUWDI 63.6ag).MVl.

a00. GRO6M MMEIVOD &.6ag).aVl.

IO (6N Bo 20OLI - QIO 2025



a3l @N®E3ANZ ANIIND

(2001 6n192))

25 QIBaUEBUWHY )M 2001-G3 MAIWlaHY MO}V @Ay quRlal @Rae0]
WIBUMOMIG cRHNT HDFOMSOMIGE @R2IOMG ADGVEIJOmILNo (H1T0®)aled
alglewos aldaRa0iBWEOMINS Gal@MMIM) GRE® af)aM) alO6ID BaOMenIelIW]
am6a338)6s 21allmo Madajla) @R alemMiEIMo TVEINUCOMIOS af)IM)o EMEBBBIOS M 103
Meiml@dee)am). eninm] dluBla0om)d:06m VAN OMS] MVMAOOTIG HOBATVMUIBM@DTIM)0
9OBAOIRIOBIHZ CILAIMOBIMRW] aMEBOHSOMOIN @)Y FlMOMIG3 MEBBUY TVABa]la)).
enam «;@eétm@mocﬁeom@mﬂ@qg ozmo)nilell aldaHom1cd @ olen)emIouwd ™
@RMY(Na0TMAUBUBBSILNOS aMEBO8 MWla] 6OBAUBIAIDH M3 GMOYaM).

MOMOS HAOMIAN0 N)O}ANAOW CWUVYHITV®) MeEBSOs RO VBT
GH(BROW] @RAN)o MANYo EMEBBEBINSIajo BRMIWI(® H2lQY)AN). @PAINAZ VOENIBAIEM
a06EBe8 allglao). @RI @ROMINIM) MMEBE8 MW, GRANSIHOM WSCIWIEM
MEDIHOMIOPFW)o NVINIODIOPW)o ~l0THHIMEBBBOSW)0 HOLIEBSITI @RS
MeInIAOTBIV®. af)ld Bao®Ialo HOBAUCIN VAda{lee}aN). GHI06Mo @RAIMILIE®
M2OANOM)0 ©21QIAUOM MOWE9)HWVIE). MEBHS HOHANSIO® HOHBAIGYalWIM3
VMO |S}OM)BH V)0  OOBAHIOIEMICMOT  GRM (V0B BHW)o  §alQ @
(@CVHOOBAUADIM  TV@)].

«;@e&m@mocﬁeom@mﬂac@ ozo=)enilell Wloalldd mEB8)eS (alleeqls enIDMI
21UBla00M)BH06mM  TVANIOAV] CVDYAOTDINLI BOGOD @PROUEEBEBIS)0 6MEEBUINN)BBMOW
$S50]0S)0 HYOREMDW)0 @RCIVIHH)IN). AMEBBIHS D WO(MVIGS 6MEBUSHE allamemw)o
(a1G210BMAAIW]0IMM  &)S}06NID0NEBBHBW)0 Va0 OMENOBWIo TV EMadCAMINS
@MAVAG)EH}AN). MINM] ALANIOAV] AV AOTHIOHMG BHodlTVEmIENo (al0d@mNME]eno
a0EBOg AUSCOM] Glalal® ®1oHemM@ VG 0)alHa]S)OMIV NY)O}HHMINO aBQQl)o
MIEMaNCOMINS DD @RAUITVE@MITZ @MIMVABIEHIAM). NILNIMIVM Ve aoRlalldomlelo
MVIGANIBOYUOSGIVILNA0EN) EDAN)o EEEBUY 0)alHQ]SIAN) )TN TVEINIHUEONINS D
@RAINVEOMIT3 @RMMIAGIHHIAM).

AMEBBR)OS aldld]elm AUBGUEBSIT allmi®)eIiR0® MVEMadEOMIS)o TVOGANIBOY
QIENRILOBIEN0 MBS 0)alea]|SOBIV 1)0}HHINOW0 BRYOVIV  allMILHOHOW)o
af)elo 9©6aI6le000)0 HOGAUMMIWIVIEE qvadalla) (a1d@Ala] Ml cME)IM). GPAIV}OS
HUDCVWINSWBH 20BYMIBEZU00, MIOINORAIY G(aldBNVIAOMo, AYEM]al0RIW AIDYH
apanlal emeBz)os RIAU®MOO® 0)aloq]S}om]. @AI0)es R1al®o N0 MEBOS
auowlmlenan).

20001 - RIOTY 2025 aunmloanizo [



25 QI@aHo ) BOMIWIBY)N PRMR)MIlEll QIGaHO0oROMIG3 D Ryemileil @rREALI0Ho
©OLNOBMOJRNOHN AU D)WBOOB> af)S)OM) (aIAIGOBI 2 RMOG3, H(aIOQIMBaHU @3 &>DeNdMI1m3
@RoWEBHS MMBICWINS EPMTVACIEHS. 6MEBB)OS BROERIAGMONIW MM GRAIWIBe)MM).
DD @RAITVOOMIG3 BO) *h)SI0NINIW] BOM)G2l0)QIOMI0 MGINISIBS ANEBB)HS WO W3
WBOIGMO®  006eMM  B03a {lE9)HW)o H21YAN ENINM] AVANOMT] TV AOCHIe I
af)LI0 @RoWEBUWHNIe MMl EGMOYIM). FMEBBBIOS TVANIOAV alDEOOI®S VWO OOV
8308a2lq]la] emeaBz)es R1aleOO6E HeBA MGHIW ag)ld BIMEBUBHO)0 MAPHHI0)A]a]
M@l @BRA{lEHIMW DD @AINVO0 DalEWIUTlBno.

0D eROR)NIEN AUGHUATIHNG GRHEPLINHUCANEHIUY AILIL@IE HOBAIB A IWHSW)o
allvMOTlOM)o @YE LU0 af)IN®. 25 AldaHo aflaTls)emIouwd Hdemoallend 2)amIal
CMOSOMIT3 B)S)MT DIAHMDEWINS (alUBOD]EH)AUIM)BB MEBBB)OS QUOUIBOMo
ADEBBUS HHIS)HNAM). HNMEEBEBHQS)HO)IN BOGOO BOMIAN0 HOBARAOMICIIN @RAINS)HOI
R oo} M13el@]TE9)R006MAT) AMEEBUE @RM)IVABISHAM).

23605188 mEBa)es RIAOO™IG comlcwons adlalyeniell @dafla)o
®1HHMMEWIns aallewato (alMowlajjo Rlailmo eniellwow)o MVIANEUWHRIW)o
MIEMaNE@MISIo MVOGAN0B0YEAMIS)o Raila] FlaymonmMIT af)@mIEj0)I0d MEB8)eS
QileIcol (AlDENM MEBEBROHS JOBMVILNS.

Mm@l W06 a0 BWECOMINS,
aD0. GO GRIBLE OB )AUSCHODD &.6ag).Vl.
an?. nlemIW ¢RodE cOSIVIT &.6af).aVl.
aN)d. qLOMGAUME GRIMNIIM 2SS 1HO@3 63.6af). V.
anod. NITVMB GROGLEE MSMIFHIPEHODIMB &3.0af).VU.
aN). HEUR) DODY) GAa O .6af).aVl.

aN). af)(6Nla0%0 @RQINVIWI@3 &.6ag).aVl.

IO (6N Bo 20OLI - QIO 2025



Extraordinary General Synaxis
August 12, 2025 - Nalanchira Bethany Ashram Dayara







