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“The love-story between God and
man consists in the very fact that
this communion of will increases in
a communion of thought and
sentiment, and thus our will and
God's will increasingly coincide:
God's will is no longer for me an

alien will, something imposed on
me from without by the
commandments, but it is now my
own will, based on the realization
that God is in fact more deeply
present to me than | am to myself”

-Deus Caritas Est
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“The Gospel must be preached and taught
as an integral way of life,
offering an attractive and true answer,

intellectually and practically,
to real human problems.”
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You Are a Priest Forever

Rev. Dr. Francis Assisi Samuel, OIC

Congratulations to our newly ordained priests, Rev. Fathers: Jithin George
Purathoottu OIC, Jijo Benjamin Pallitharayil OIC, Alexis Pallissery OIC, Joseph Shaiju
Kudayil OIC and Jithu John Panamkala OIC, who are called by God to become His beloved
priests forever. What a privilege! Bethany is so happy and proud of you. Hearty
felicitations to each one of you.

The word “priest” is derived from the Hebrew word kohen, which means a cultic
official in the temple who can perform rituals and offer sacrifices. The Greek word is
presbytros (an elder, community leader); but in Latin the word used is sacerdos which
signifies a person who is “sacred.” It means that the person is filled with divine power,
“consecrated to God" and so belongs to “the divine sphere” Thus, we understand that
a priest is one who is set apart for spiritual activities in the realm of the divine.

We find the concept of priest and priesthood in the Old Testament. When Abraham
returned after defeating four great kings, he was met by the priest-king Melchizedek
(Gen. 14). He was called “a priest of God Most High” (Gen. 14: 18). In psalm 110, it is
proclaimed: "You are a priest forever in the line of Melchizedek” (110:4).

In his letter to Hebrews, St. Paul describes Melchizadek as “the king of Salem,
priest of the Most High, king of righteousness and peace” (Heb. 7: 1-3). Genesis 14
mentions him as a priest-king who brought out “bread and wine,” a token of generosity
and goodwill, which nourished Abraham and his companions. It foreshadows the
Eucharist, which Jesus, the Eternal High Priest and King of kings, provides us for our
spiritual nourishment and well-being.

Although the concept of priesthood has its roots in the Old Testament, it is fulfilled
in the New Testament in Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest. Theologically, a priest
shares the ministerial priesthood of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the perfect mediator between
God and human beings (Heb. 9: 15; 12: 24). In the new priesthood inaugurated and
established by Jesus Christ, the Catholic priests are called to share Jesus' priesthood,
personhood, and holiness.

According to Thomas Aquinas and other theologians, an ontological
transformation takes place in the newly ordained priests as they are consecrated. At
the sacrament of the Holy Orders, the priest becomes Christ Himself with the spiritual
powers. As Christ, he has power to forgive sins, consecrate bread and wine and transform
them into the precious body and blood of Jesus Christ and also administer other
sacraments.
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Of course, a priest is chosen and commissioned by God. Jesus says to his disciples:
“You did not chose me but | chose you and appointed you..." (Jn. 15: 16). A priest is not
only called by God, he is also anointed and consecrated by God. Just as Christ was
anointed by the Holy Spirit—the same spirit is given to a priest through the imposition
of hands during ordination (Acts 6:6; 2 Tim. 1:6). A priest is called to a life of holiness
(1 Pet. 1:19), to be a teacher and preacher (Lk. 4: 17-18; Mk. 16:15; 1 Cor. 9:16), and a
mediator and intercessor between God and human beings (Jn.13-18).

A Catholic priest is an “Icon of Christ."The Catholic theology and tradition always
upheld the notion that the priest is ‘the Icon of Christ” (Icona Christi) or "another Christ”
(Alter Christus). He is also called to be a living “Image of Christ,” as "Extension of Christ,
the High Priest.” He continues to perform what Jesus himself did: teaching and preaching,
forgiving and sanctifying.

As an Icon of Christ, a priest forgives sins and offers sacrifices, proclaims the
Gospel, and brings salvation through the sacraments. As another Christ, the priest
sanctifies the faithful by relieving the people from their guilt and helps them experience
the true redemption and liberation that Christ has brought. Therefore, the priest not
only performs the sacraments, he simultaneously, is the living, visible, and tangible sign
of the risen Christ interacting with people.

Moreover, Jesus himself gave the authority to St. Peter to be like him “the shepherd”
when he said, “feed my lambs” (Jn. 21:15), “tend my sheep” (Jn. 21:16). Thus, the Catholic
priest is best described as “"Another Christ” (Alter Christus), for he is ordained to “act in
the person of Christ”, and he is called to be a holy priest to offer holy sacrifices acceptable
to Almighty God (1 Pet. 2:5).

According to the Second Vatican Council, a priest is a pastor and servant leader
(L.G. 28).

The Scriptures are filled with the shepherd imagery; and a priest is called to be a
pastor and compassionate leader. For example, John's Gospel presents him as one who
leads, feeds, protects and loves his sheep (10: 1-18). Leaving the ninety-nine behind
(LK. 15: 4-7), he goes after the one lost sheep until he finds it (Mt. 18: 12-14).

A priest is the living instrument of Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest, who can act
in the place of Jesus Himself. He becomes the channel of God's grace. He is the hands
and the heart of Jesus Christ. He is the “Good Shepherd” who knows his sheep. He lives
in their midst. As Pope Francis puts it, like “shepherds living with the smell of their
sheep.” He is ready, like the ultimate Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ,
to sacrifice himself for his sheep.

In short, scripturally speaking, the concept of priesthood is well established in the
Old Testament and culminated in the ultimate High Priest, Jesus Christ.Theologically,
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a ministerial priest shares in the priesthood of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the High priest in
a unique way. He is the perfect mediator between God and human beings. The Catholic
priests shares in His priesthood by participating in His holiness and personhood.

Thus, dear Reverend Fathers, you are now anointed and set apart by Our Lord
Jesus Christ, the High Priest, according to the order of Melchizadech. You are consecrated
to live like our Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. You are called to live in the midst of the
world and yet not to be addicted to worldly pleasures and values. You are now given
the extraordinary powers of Jesus Christ, the High Priest, to heal, to pardon, to consecrate,
and to offer sacrifices for the expiation of our sins and salvation of the world. What a
privilege, "O priests of Jesus Christ.” Hearty felicitations once again!

Recently, on the occasion of my 50 priestly ordination, | received a lovely card
from one of my friends with the following poetic words. May |, therefore,conclude this
article with those beautiful words, originallywritten by Jean-Baptiste Henri Lacordaire:

You are a Priest Forever

To live in the midst of the world
without wishing its pleasures;

To be a member of each family,
yet belonging to none;

To share all suffering;

to penetrate all secrets;

To heal all wounds;

to go from men to God

and offer Him their prayers;

To return from God to men

to bring pardon and hope;

To have a heart of fire for Charity,
and a heart of bronze for Chastity
To teach and to pardon,

console and bless always.

My God, what a life;

and it is yours,

O priest of Jesus Christ.
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“The environment is God's gift to everyone,

and in our use of it we have a responsibility

toward the poor, toward future

generations and toward humanity

as a whole
POPE BENEDICT XVI
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"God is the foundation of hope:
not any god, but the God who has a
human face and who has loved us to the end,

each one of us and humanity in its entirety.

POPE BENEDICT XVI
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The Servant in Christ’s Vineyard ‘Fr. Alexis’
Br. Linson Mathew OIC

The Order of the Imitation of Christ is elated beyond measures because God has
abundantly blessed Bethany to be witness to Christ in this world. In order to continue
the salvific ministry of God, He has graciously blessed us with five new priests to labour
in his vineyard. On this occasion, | deem it as my great honour to congratulate
Fr. Alexis Pallissery OIC who is going to partake in the Eternal Priesthood of Christ.

Fr. Alexis Pallissery was born in a beautiful village named Mulayam in the district
of Thrissur, Kerala. He was born on 18/07/1993. He grew up in Christian faith in Mulayam
parish. He was the youngest of his brothers and sisters bought up by his SOS loving
mother. He had his primary and secondary education at Holy Family English Medium
School, Mannuthi and Girideepam Bethany English H.S.S, Kottayam. It was the spiritual
atmosphere at Girideepam and the prayerful lives of Bethany fathers and brothers that
inspired him to join Bethany Ashram, Tiruvalla in the year 2012. After his first year
formation, he went for Novitiate formation at Aluva and made his first profession on
20/12/2014. After that, he pursued his B.A. studies at Christ College, Pune and at the
same time also under went B.A. Philosophy at Jnana Deepa, Pune. After his philosophical
studies, he went for regency at Bethany Generalate, Kottayam and Bethany Ashram
Chirackal, Thrissur. After regency, he came to Pune to pursue his theological priestly

formation at Jnana Deepa and Bethany Vedavinjana Peeth.

There are no gloomy and dull faces in a community where Fr. Alexis lives. That is
the impact that Fr. Alexis has in a community because his ever friendly, humorous and
loving presence makes religious life more pleasant. Fr. Alexis has many talents and
skills like singing, public speaking, socializing, cooking etc. God has blessed him with a
pure and innocent heart that knows only to love God and others. It is this simple love

that enables Fr. Alexis to share his deep love through humour and friendly demeanour.

Fr. Alexis is a man who knows to build up and keep relationships lively. His innate

abilityto make friends with people of all sorts of life makes his life special. The life of a
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Bethanian is deeply liturgy-oriented. Fr. Alexis has a close affinity to liturgy and liturgical
practices. He really deserves to be called as a 'liturgist’. Just like Jesus Christ, the Eternal
Priest who was both the ‘offerer’ and ‘offered’, Fr. Alexis selflessly surrenders himself to
God in deep prayer and at the same time selflessly strives for the good of the community.

He is brave and courageous to swim against the tides of present day philosophies.

Fr. Alexis is a man of his word because there are no contradictions between his
words and actions. He lives what he preaches. He is also blessed with organisational
skills. It is rest assured for anyone when Fr. Alexis helms the responsibility of any event.
In spite of his vast repertoire of talents, one special quality of him is to remain humble
before God and men. One cannot sum up the magnanimous personality and talents of
Fr. Alexis in few words. But, definitely, it is an opportunity for all of us to rejoice in the
Lord for his gift of this amazing person to our community. Let us all kneel before God
that He showers his choice stgraces upon Fr. Alexis. Let us also pray that God makes him
an instrument to bring Christ into the lives of many. Congratulations and good wishes

to our dearest brother Fr. Alexis OIC.

“Faith is not an illusion, a flight of fancy,
a refuge or sentimentalism;

rather it is total involvement in the whole

of life and is the proclamation of the

Gospel, the Good News that can set the

whole of the person free.”

POPE BENEDICT XVI
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“Truth and love coincide in Christ.
To the extent that we draw close to Christ,
in our own lives too,

truth and love are blended.

Love without truth would be blind;

truth without love would be

n

like ‘a clanging cymbal.
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“The liturgy is not the memory

of past events but is the living presence
of the paschal mystery of Christ,

who transcends and unites

times and places.

..The conviction must grow within us

every day that the liturgy is not our or

my ‘doing’ but rather is an action of God

in us and with us.”
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“It is very helpful to confess with a certain

regularity.

It is true: our sins are always the same,

but we clean our homes, our rooms,

at least once a week, even if the dirt is
always the same, in order to live in
cleanliness, in order to start agatin.
Otherwise, the dirt might not be seen, but
it builds up. Something similar can be said
about the soul”
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'God is alive, and he needs people to serve him and bring him to
others. It does makes sense to become a priest: the world needs
priests, pastors, today, tomorrow and always, until the end of time.’

POPE BENEDICT XVI
Letter to seminarians, Oct.18,2010



