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Synodality and Consecrated Life

Fr GeorgeMathew OIC

I ntroduction

Synodality isround the clock in the Catholic church today. With the announcement
of the synod — For a Synodal Church, the publication of the preparatory documents and the
discussions at the Eparchial levels, everyone is now aware or getting awareness on the
significance of Synodality in the church. The notion of Synodality in the church is not
something unknown or unheard rather it has been the tradition and theol ogy of the Church.
The publicationsfrom the Vatican give usthewhole detail s of the theology, patristic, history
and the functioning of synodality in the Church. The ways of progressing, the points for
reflection, the different stages of the synod etc are all well explained in these documents.
Thisarticleisahumbleand personal reflection on the aspect on Synodality anditsrelevance
in Consecrated life in this century.

For a Synodal Church

The call for a synod on ‘For a Synodal Church’ is for the revival of the church
envisaged through therival of each individua and thus of the whole church. It doesin no
way mean to overturn the basic theology of the church but to find out new ways of living
the faith and theology of the church in the present situations of the time. In other words, to
search for the revelation of the Holy Spirit for how the church isto bein this millennium.
Thechurchreflectsonitself for arenewal. A renewal through journeying together or walking
together. This ‘walking together’ has a great divine meaning and relevance. Journeying
together as the Holy Trinity journeys together, as Jesus walked with His disciples, asthe
Holy Spirit walkswith the church and intheworld etc. How doesthe church walk together?
How can the church walk together for a renewal in this millennium? The church walks
together by living the teachings of Christ, responding to the mission of Christ, walking
together towards the heavenly church etc. God Himself being a Trinitarian God and in a
sense synodal, the Council at Jerusalem and the further councils, synods etc remind us of
the synodal nature of the church and that the church was synodal from its infancy. The
church alwaysheard thevoicesof al, whether it bealay faithful ,people of different beliefs,
atheists, priests, religious or bishops. This practice aims towards the communion of all
andtheir participation towardsthe mission of Christ. The primary key in thiswalking together
islistening, accepting othersjust views and opinions, discerning and implementing better
solutionsand ways. Henceit isemphasized that the synodal churchisachurch that listens.

Synodality in Consecrated Life

It is worth reflecting on the value of consecrated life as presented by St Pope John
Paul 11 in the Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata:
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“Men and women Religious completely devoted to contemplation are in a special
way animage of Christ praying onthe mountain.Consecrated personsengaged in the active
life manifest Christ in his proclamation of the Kingdom of God to the multitudes, in his
healing of the sick and the suffering, in hiswork of converting sinnersto abetter life, inhis
solicitude for youth and his goodness to all.Consecrated persons in Secular
Institutes contribute in aspecial way to the coming of the Kingdom of God; they uniteina
distinctive synthesis the value of consecration and that of being in the world. Asthey live
their consecration in the world and from the world,they strive to imbue everything with an
evangelical spirit for the strengthening and growth of the Body of Christ.For this purpose,
they sharein the Church’sevangelizing mission through their personal witness of Christian
living, their commitment to ordering temporal affairs according to God's plan, and their
cooperation in service of the ecclesial community, in accordance with the secular way of
life which is proper to them.”

The significance and importance of consecrated life lived by men and womenin the
church through religious institutes, secular institutes, societies of apostolic life and other
formsof consecrated lifeisevident from the above quote and from other church teachings,
history and the present life and activities of these men and women. Thisway of life stays
ever relevant in the church and hence we turn our focus from their relevance to their
effectiveness and existence in this millennium in the light of the synod, For a Synodal
Church.

Synodality is not a new concept in consecrated life as well. Synodality actually is
better expressed and actualized in consecrated life. Whether it isa communitarian way of
life or a secular way of life, the consecrated life is synodal in itself. The institutes and
societies exist to imitate Christ. They journey together for a common charism animated
towards the mission of Christ. Their administrative system includes participation and
communion and thereisaways experienced acommon thought towards continuous renewal
and revival for responding to the call of Jesus towards imitation of Christ. They function
and livein asynodal system of administration.

Jour ney together for Jour neying together

Journeying together is innate to consecrated life. In spite of the uniqueness of each
person, differences of opinions, varieties in ministries - all members in an institute or
society or different institute or society journey together based on their charism towardsthe
fulfilment of the mission of Christ and to imitate Christ in His life of prayer and action.
Journeying together is an indispensable element in consecrated life. Journeying together
with the other members of the same religiousinstitutes or society and journeying together
with the Church. In the speedy changing life and world, a deep retrospection on this
indi spensabl e aspect of journeying together isthe need of thetime. Arewereally journeying
together in Christ all times? Are there deviations in our journeying together? Are there
flaws in our journeying together? Etc. These are challenging questions to be raised by
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oneself and not to be raised to the other. When we challenge ourselves personally or with
the help of otherstherewill berevival of each and when each oneisrevived it automatically
leadsto therevival of all. Thiscall tojourney together challenging oneself and challenging
our structures and activities should be proactive and oriented towards reviving ourselves,
our communities and activities. It iswise to challenge oneself first and then our structures
and activities. It isacall to renew our mentalities and question our attitudes as individual
and as awhole to live the mission that Jesus has entrusted us in the context of broken,
challenging and wounded world.

Listening for Journeying Together in Consecrated life

The vademecumon the synod - For a Synodal Church speaks on the importance of
‘listening’ in this synodal process as follows: “If listening is the method of the Synodal
Process, and discerning is the aim, then participation is the path. Fostering participation
leads us out of ourselvesto involve otherswho hold different viewsthan we do. Listening
to those who have the same viewsaswe do bear no fruit. Dial ogueinvolves coming together
across diverse opinions. Indeed, God often speaks through the voices of those that we can
easily exclude, cast aside, or discount. We must make a specia effort to listen to those we
may be tempted to see as unimportant and those who force us to consider new points of
view that may change our way of thinking.” The cry of humanity throughout the ages have
been to have someone to be listened. To be listened and to be understood has a great
spiritual, psychological and mental importance in human life. The synodal process has a
great focus on listening. It speaks on journeying together through listening. It saysthat the
Holy Spirit can speak through anyone and hence all those whom possibl e should be heard
and everyone has something to learn from listening others. The church wishesto listen all,
it is open to opinions, comments and criticism from all. Such an opening listening,
discerning, discussion and evaluation will open ways towards renewal and towards the
revelations of the Holy Spirit towards arenewed church in this millennium.

‘Listening’ - A Personal Realm

Listening has great relevance in the consecrated life as well. The twin sibling of
listening is understanding. Listening and understanding one another actualizes the joy of
the gospel. The growing dependence on gadgets due to work, friendship etc make humans
moreindividualistic and away from acommunitarian experience and personal relationships.
Just likethe social mediainduces more virtual relationship than inter-personal relationships,
over dependence on gadgets and workaholism leavesthe consecrated life also morevirtual .
Thereisadanger that we don’t find time and space for listening our community members.
This can lead to more individualism in consecrated life and danger to the joy of
communitarian lifeand journeying together. Thereisalso adanger of not listening to oneself,
not listening to the voice of the Spirit. Can one simply decide that from today onwards |
will listen to my community members? Why isit that one saysthat | am always ready to
listen but others don’t come to me? Is it because of the generation gap that the younger
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generation does not accept the old generation? Is it because of the pride of the other that
they don’t want to be listened? These could be the questions that come to our mind when
we reflect on listening in the consecrated life. | believe that they could be the reasons on
some rare occasions. Theanswer | believeliesin oneself. The answer liesin the question:
Does my personality welcome others to come to me? In the market there are many shops
selling the same products but what makes one to go to aparticular shop even whenitisat
alonger distance and offers a higher price? It is the quality, the reliability that matters.
Similarly, what makes one to come to me to be listened is not my age, professionalism,
education etc alone but rather it is my wholistic personality. Personality is a mixture of
severa thingswhich does not ook at one’s age, gender, education etc alone. Personality is
nurtured by our spirituality, experience, professionalism etc but the latter aloneisnot enough
for others to come to me to be listened.So, to be a‘good listeners’, good ears alone does
not suffice. To bea‘good listeners' sufficesaperson with good personality whoisreliable,
trustworthy, humbleand spiritual . It demandsapersonal renewal, it demands aretrospection
into oneself. Creative and better formation, pruning oneself regularly, opening oneself to
positive criticisms, forgoing egoism and egoistic attitudes etc along with deeper reflection
on what makes one a better personality can help being a“‘good listener’.It matters alot to
be a person of good personality in secular life and in consecrated life. The shepherds must
have the smell of agood personality for being a‘good listener’. It isaredlity that many a
times we don’t fine ‘good listeners'. A reflection on the process of synodality through
listening calls for a deeper reflection in consecrated life.

‘Listening —An Administrative Realm

The importance of being a good listener at an administrative realm is undoubtedly
one of the most important requisite of a superior in consecrated life. Making the best
decisions and implementing them precisely iswhat is expected from a superior other than
the expectation through one'sown life. CCEO c. 241 b. statesthat a superior shall help the
members by example. It is a call for the superiors to be models to the members of the
religious institutes or society through personal life examples. The focusin this articleis
not on the personal life examples (personal realm) of the superiorsbut on their administrative
qualities (public realm) oriented towards the wellbeing of the members and the institutes.
Thelistening of the superiors can be understood in awider perspective as envisaged by the
second part of CCEO c. 241 b. i.e. the superiors are to make suitable provision for the
personal needs of the members, to care zealously for the sick and to visit them, to reprove
the unruly, to console the fainthearted and to be patient towards all the members. The
listening of the superiorsin itsadministrative sense would mean to hear the opinions of the
members of the council and to hear the sense of theimplications of the decisionson persons,
on the ingtitute, the church and society. It is not needed to speak on the quality of the
consecrated men and women to keep confidentiality and to avoid gossips from what is
heard personally or publicly.Thus, listening in the consecrated life hasagreat significance.
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It seemsto beavery simple matter —to listen—but it isnot that easy and simple and cannot
be taken for granted. This process of listening in consecrated life can be analysed from
different dimensions. It has more implications in their lives than in the general sense of
listening all as part of the preparation for the synod on — for asynodal church.

Faith and Prayer asthe Basis of the Synodal Process

The documents from Vatican on the preparations and progress of the synod clearly
emphasizes that they don’t intend to overturn the theology of the church or overturn the
basic structures of the church but rather they are deeply rooted on our theology and structures.
The processes intend to find new ways of living in the church in this century, listening to
all and understanding the needs of the time and finding the voi ce and guidance of the Holy
Spirit for the church in this millennium. All these are rooted in faith and prayer, in liturgy
and eucharist, in theology and the Scripture. Thus, the success of the synodal process and
the synod itself isbased on Faith and Revel ation or Faith and prayer. The very existence of
consecrated lifeisresponding to the call from God and growing in faith and prayer. These
elements can never be taken away from the church nor from consecrated life rather the
need of thetimeisto be morerooted in faith and rely more on prayer just as Jesusrelied on
prayer and fasting before His public ministry and throughout His ministry. The reflections
onthe synodality and consecrated lifeisacall to reflect onjourneying together towardsthe
fulfilment of the mission and fulfilment of the charisms of the institutes basing ourselves
on the pillars of faith and prayer. The faith and prayer life along with the other ministries
should reflect aglow of ray inthe church and in theworld. A revival in our ways, time and
emphasison theliturgical services, our ministriesand our prayer lifeareinevitable. Though
it seemsto be avery controversial and debatable matter; without even taking away apinch
of importance and relevance for the tradition and liturgical significance, the time and
situations demand a revival. The revelation of the Holy Spirit and time will guide the
churchin all these matters.

Conclusion

In light of the synod — for a synodal church, where the focus is on everyone by
listening to all; the church hopesto hear the revelation of the Holy Spirit for the renewal of
the church. Therenewal of the churchisthe basic renewal of each baptised and the renewal
of the whole world through their lives and actions. The synod also calls for the renewal of
each consecrated men and women. Journeying together more effectively inthismillennium
iIsagreat messagefor us. Asthissynod aimstowardsagreater communion and participation
for aunited mission; the present scenario of the world welcomes the consecrated men and
women to journey together listening to one other, renewing ourselves, understanding the
other, caring and deepening our commitments and dependence on faith and prayer towards
anew way of lifein the church in this millennium.
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“Destroying any nation doesn't require atom bomb or the use of long range missles. It only
requires lowering the quality of education allowing cheeting in the examinations by the children.
Patients die at the handle of such doctors. Building collapsed at the hands of such engineers.
Money islost at the hands of such economists and accoundants. Humanity is lost at the hands of
such religious scholars. Justice dies at the hands of such judges. The collapse of education is the
collapse of the nation.
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By the rivers of Babylon:
A timeline of the prophets of Israel
Fr Sumith NicholasOIC

It was a hot summer afternoon, driving down beside the lake with thepanorama of
the beautiful mountainsunder the blue sky is picturesque. The air is cool and freshness
brims from the ambiance around. The radio is in its tempo playing songs one after the
another. Soon heard the song ‘ Rivers of Babylon’ by Boney M. Although | have heard this
song many timesin my life and enjoyed the music but,never endeavored to giveit an extra
thought. Nevertheless, with the picturesgue backdrop of lake and snow-clad mountains,
my thoughts clung to the lyrics. The words have a resemblance to Psalm 137 and aline
from Psalm 19. What isthe connection of Boney M a Caribbean Disco Pop group based in
Germany to Psalm 137?Surprisingly this song was an anthem of the Jamaican Rastafari
movement, which isacombination of Protestant Christianity, mysticism and, Pan African
Political Consciousness. This song was first sung by Dennis Brown in 1971 and later by
Boney M in 1978. Soon, my sentiments paced towards the people who are weeping by the
rivers of Babylon. Thoughtsof their ethnicity, plight and their emotions gushed forthin my
mind. What happened to these people and why are they weeping?

The peoplein the song are Jews because thereis areference to Jerusalem, Zion and
the Lord, but why are they weeping by the rivers of Babylon, which probably would be
Tigris, Euphrates, orChebaror its canal.What happened to the Jewish people and why are
they sad? The questions brimmed in me. They are probably sad because they have lost
their kingdomand their templeisdestroyed.And now, they are exilein Babylon. They knew
that the reason for the present situation is,their disobedience to the Lord and their
obliviousness to the Covenant. In the strange land of their exile, they remembered the
Covenant and warningsthey received when they wereliving ontheir soil. They remembered
the warnings by the prophets, some were learned men, some were eccentric. Some of the
prophets used strong words, some used allegory, some prophesized with the eventsin their
own lives. My thoughtsran towardsthe prophets of Israel. They are the personswho had a
radical encounter with God, and they spoke on God'’s behalf and reminded the people of
the Covenant. They accused the people, they asked them to repent, and they spoke about
the‘Day of theLord, the day of the judgment. Israelites divide their prophetsinto former
prophets and latter prophets. The Christians further divide them into major prophets and
minor prophets. Thisdivision of ‘major’ and ‘minor’ is not due to their importance rather
on the content of their writings. The major prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel
because their books are large and the other 12 twelve prophets are called minor prophets
because their books are small and in the original manuscript al the twelve prophets were
written in a single parchment. The Jews, never divide the prophets into major and minor
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for them, the divisionisformer and latter prophets. The former prophetsinclude the books
of Joshua, Samuel and Kings and the latter prophets are those who have a book in their
names.

Now intheland of Babylon, they are weeping because they did not heed thewarnings
of the prophets or believed them. They are repenting in a strange land and want to prevent
these misfortunesin the future.So, they decided to write everything down so that the future
generations will be saved. They now introspect and have reminiscence of the period of
king David and Solomon as their golden period. But the reign after the death of king
Solomon witnessed many drastic events in the kingdom of Israel. To tell the story of the
prophets, we need to pitch our tents to the history, which has a setting and atimeline.

Thestory of “the prophets’ beginswith the end of king Solomon’sreign. Itisbelieved
that Solomon ruled an undivided Israel from 968 BC to 928 BC and after his death, the
kingdom of Israel wasdivided into two kingdoms namely the Northern Kingdom whichis
also known as Israel/ Ephraimconsisting of the ten tribes of Jacob with Samaria as its
capital, and the Southern Kingdom known as Judah consisting of the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin with Jerusalem as its capital. With this small introduction of the setting let us
pitch ourselvesinto the timeline of the prophetsfor abetter understanding let usdividethe
timeline into four.

|. The period between 928 BC to 722 BC

Thisisthe period, where two separate kingdoms were existing side by side with the
traditions of Abraham and the rules of Moses. The ten tribes of Jacob choosing Jeroboam
as the king of the Northern Kingdom and the two tribes of Jacob choosing Rehoboam as
the ruler of the Southern Kingdom. Prophet Elijah and Elisha belonging to the former
prophets preached in the Northern Kingdom. But the first among the latter prophets is
Amos. He is a fig dresser turned prophet.He reminded the people of the covenant and
asked them to repent,or el se,they will be punished. Amoswasfrom the Southern Kingdom,
but he preached in the Northern Kingdom. After Amos, it is Hosea who, preached in the
Northern Kingdom, he too warned the people.His main message was the Covenantal love
between God and I sragl. In the meantime, there was aprophet from the Northern Kingdom
his name was Jonah, but he was asked not to preach in Israel butin Nineveh,the capital of
Assyria. During thistimein the Southern Kingdom, there was prophet Joel ,nevertheless, it
isdifficult to locate him in this period due to the lack of specific temporal evidencein his
book. He speaks of a national disaster and the day of the Lord.Finally, the hope of a new
Kingdom and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Then it is prophet Obadiah,also with no
temporal evidence about his lifetime.This book is addressed to the people of Edom who
arethe descendants of Esau fighting against the house of Jacob. Prophets Michaand Isaiah
also preached in the Southern Kingdom. Prophet Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah and
Michain the Northern Kingdom. The message of these prophets is almost the same, they
accuse the people of injustice and idolatry and call for repentance. They warn about the
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immediate destruction. Soon, in 722 BC the prophecieswerefulfilled the A ssyrians attacked
the Northern Kingdom and took the peopleinto exile anddestroyed the ten tribes of Jacob.

Il The period between 722 BC to 586 BC

TheNorthern Kingdom along with the ten tribes of Jacob isdestroyed by the Assyrian
invasion, nowonly thetwo tribes of Jacob namely Judah and Benjamin remain. The Southern
Kingdom flourished under the kingsfrom the family of Judah. The message of the prophets
of the Southern Kingdom during this periodwarned them that, if they do not return to God,
they will bedestroyed likethe Northern Kingdom. The prophets of this period are Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Nahum, and Jeremiah. The prophetic message of this period contained warnings
and words of consolation. Their prophecieswere also fulfilled the Southern kingdom was
attacked by the Babyloniansin 586 BC and they took the best people and thebest resources
to Babylon.

I11 The Period between 586 BC to 516 BC

These 70 yearsistheperiod of Exile, Jerusalem lost itstemple, and all itsbest resources
were deported to Babylon. Prophet Jeremiah remained in Jerusalem andwitnessed the moral
decline. He saw the lamentations of the people as they were deported and authored the
book of Lamentations. In this time in Babylon, the prophet Dani€l raises to be the chief
advisor of the Babylonian emperor and prophet Ezekiel now fully growninto achief priest
livingin Babylon. Inthisperiod, weread thelife situation of Jerusalem reportedby Jeremiah
and Daniel and Ezekiel report from Babylon. The prophets have a message of consolation
that they will march into Jerusalem and will build anew temple. Their prophecy cametrue
as Babylon wasdestroyed by Persiansand king Cyrusallowed | sraglitestoreturn to Jerusalem
in516 BC.

IV The Period between 516 BC to 400 BC

This is the post-exilic period and the featuresof life in post-exilic times, and the
return of Jews can be read from the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, who were the rulers of
Jews atthat period. Asthe people becamelazy and disorientated Prophet Haggai reminded
them of their priorities of rebuilding the Temple. Then follows prophet Zachariawith new
plans for Jerusalem and the future golden age of Messiah. And after 100 years of exile
there was poverty, corruption and injustice, then came the prophet Malachi, with God’s
disputes and arguments. In the meantime, the book of Esther reports the events of the
Jewish community who did not return to Jerusalem but remained in Susathe Persian capital .
Finally, the summary of the Jewish history from the time of Adam to the post-exilic period
isfound in the book of Chronicles.

Suddenly, a soft honk from behind broke my reverie, it was an acquaintance who
invited my attention. With afriendly wink, | stopped my car for some pleasantries. Butthe
radio still played in the background “yeah yeah we wept when we remember Zion.”

50 Eslhes) el * kK a@3(all@d 2022



HLRBHFINS GO0

awom] enIndImyad

2)IMBBAIB alGla0M1B9)EMIOUE @AM ADMIVWOTIO)aM]....

RMEN)SOMIMD 2ELIOIIGE GRAIOAG AUTV(@o DGIEIN), H2IQIT d:yQ0 @RYAUGODa]
alOGI01) MEDID 30BN 2] @)a}EIUOPI0 @PAIE ADMo @RAILIoNIla)...

2100510S1eWQEa[0P}0 @RAIMB ADMIVWOIWIO}IM)... &)B1Ud}AOEMO af)aM  UBlG:HOAIW]
M@BB] @ADNGI00W] B0} BNO® MIAMNEa[oP)e @RAIB aDMo MOlajlal...

afleid @oaleagd &OMOMSla] @YMMo HOMBODIWEa]09)o, aileld @rAIem
2)0190]S)0moMY332a] @Ry (allajGaloP)o @RAIM ADMIWOVIYAM)...

@60 10010 BOOOWIMING] @HOMBS B0 @RAIM 2}AGHOIM oB@BailajGajolo @PAIND
2aDMo @SBIN... H)B1uBle} AUSIVIGE GPAIG @AM WVaillemEMIN)o, »eRICIAT allcoowo
®1BHH)EMIOP)0 @RAIM ADMIWIV]E)aM)...

@RAIGOIS (al®]B:000 62100 «;Tammounoxﬂ%ﬂ%.

aldh©0, @RAIGVIS @RAIM HHH)E>WOWIO)aN)...

HOLIOID ©B0L10M0 9B)AlajoT0)aN) @RAIOE GRAIG CVW)AIIMO)B:1OLICT 2 0. .
©)Q0G0alla] @PAIG @EAIWBHEE CMEO @RYGHHOUDla])...

af)MO@3, CVU)AIOM OO0 ADMo A(@RIWVOY)IM]...

@RAIM MIRIHOME}DOMOV0El2])... AldalBOOOMOM B@RABIOS UBlo ~ @IEMIO)IM)...

@p$lem) arlem 2)s1ofles:weslsvlensns @RI GRUD)AlOM®)o @&)HS AUMAIHOW)o
2001 2001 ¢modsl... Mubloo MVBBUHO0 BRYUBLN)SOMIOMIa]o HENBEa|OUd @PAIWE BaM)
al®Ol... ®@odHlajo Moo HAIBa{lHHOMOTIVAI ®OM GaldEWHH calMEl MmOoailg]
)N AVaOlBHOMOBATIEL...

ald@8 @OMIMOA... @PAIGIEIN0)0 @OIN @O AR ICAMEE CGMIBH)AVIEL...
HCLIMIV GRAIGINEINO}AIMIET) alO6IIN) @)S6EBEIVO),
‘1600, AW alyElalodlemlosm).’

@AWY GRIVW)WAOT GNILE. @RYEOIMMVAATIW BOMIH cGMoFo all3)E®VIELIE
MeNa)... GUdaHo,

B0C000)OMO0W] @AUBIOS H)}Qo af)eMeWeMT al0WIM ®)seBl. alleld
®6LI01OMo6I,... afleid Mlac Mlooml @PAWBENBS allwl (aleiydalla))...

enINASlua6NIGo * k% a@(oll@d 2022



‘c000©)es MWao GRMWIAVIH}AND, M(alHI0MBBAIOO &6 LI0160m)
OHOLLTOHRANIEM. DAUWBBN)0 @R UWBlBUOTT] MSa0BH)INMEE! MLJCI???

GYUD) MILIHEMLIOD EYSBAM)...
RMEN)50 G0N 210)aISIVIGE @YaI®OIBHIOD aldTMialdo MBS allo}ailo)om)...
@B aflenzjo @RAISITE &)QR0Calla))...

@R EO2alMOMING (0MIBMWAMEa[0wd cW) WIo JOAOM! GPRAINE EMIGHI.
@RAIZ)OS &M@ allem alelo MmeoIlo)am)...

@RAIZIHS MMEIN) H)GIBAN HEMIHSICEISE GRAINIG CGNMIFHAATVIWEMINS @ISO
@RM®alOm]O0d allomH&Eled 210108 ala))...

@RAIWS OODHHUD )al...

GOUD) RMBN)SOMIM) BMEO CMIBS alO60).

‘MRG0 100IA1LPO®AIN GRBe MABS HOLI0IVes’

@RAIBYOS 218h) allseom)...

8018903 @)S] @PAUSIGRISS GMISOHROMa] WD) Allenz)o WIRIOD agf)P}@IO™)S6BEL...
OHIENBYQUM HENBHWD BRIOm)Galdtla] GRAIG BOEOI0}OMOIWV] @BlOH: MSAM)...
®EeIW)VBOMOM GaldL)RBHIO® @PAIB MSMIMIEBBIM® @RAIU EMIBSHBN6NS)...
@PEInIGMOOIIM)EUaHo GO0} MILIHOMP)OmAITLOTlaila) GRAIOS GMILS],

‘M@lo®, Grapailes? Gy Mloan allwlajlear? “mel HACMOEAr, GRAIWY B0)als]
alOGI).... ‘af)&rI@3, emomo Ml allwleeyarlel. MmIEaAds aldalo 621QO}®.’

(IO 1H@ABa{lajald Galdel)o MAMOEODIO0 @IGIW)IMN VAo AIEYAM). E¢MIailead
®M@1Ea|0SI@ Mlo @Mla] HAUMMMICICWEN0. al)Q)o (aldH0Wla]al )5 aMLEBOMla]
$HSAM)CaIOEWHN00... AUV EMOOMIWIGIBH0 @RAUMIEEIGE MIBIW)®:...

‘(@0 MIUB af)llOSWOV0)AM)? f)GAD af)dAN CMS] AUEITNO}AM@? ME[OUB af)EID)
D @RYODT»?

a)®MOM2QIM @21031881al... alloMEWI, B0} QIEP)CaldLo DOIVWISIO®
a0\ BOOMIM) O8SICLIBS B0) GMISOHACIW)o.

@R EMOSOITIIM) @OAIM) A l0WIMBBODLI0 DENEIM)0... GUHUMBS alBGlaOOTVUOOEEBUS
o2 MGlOa]S;omHWlal.

21IMBB0IB @RYEOVlENMO@OM0 MR MIOUWIHNHWIEY....

YA 6nInadlueeniGo * % % ag3(all@d 2022



af)MOGEID, @Y GMISEMIMOW] Mo BHIMMIBEHEMo. af)(® AULINWY aldailosemesleno
@R GMISOMIGE LIV]LHIDMAIO)EENS0???

MEIDOBODION0 BRYHOVIOHE aldBWASI2j0RNo @RAIM AVMo aleNE8) MILIHOD )OI
®)S68B)o... @Y af)}O TleImIWIClBsLl, MaMES aoy3ROBIeNGICles)o!!! alloened:06ms
@RAIM 20y3ROMIMBSIG3 MAMNHS 2101 (@OAL)Oo...

allamly ailoleal cABM®U@ @eAIM @PAIN HMEHNIS GaldBN)o, HOLICAGIa{la]
201aNH»HU3 @RAING @RYEMIR[0ESIS CaldOM)AUWEN)o...

@PAIMB )OI 2aRAAN® M CAIMEIoeM)... M)01CAQ® MO 621 @)B)SIW
210a163BU3H6) GAINEIO6M)...

M1 OMYP B HalT® @AIMIGE WA @REAN)EAIdWAIMIGEMNI???

o®g am lensesl ®loles aamoelje, MIMenow] alo)epamo0)es] @I
HOODIBIHO}AM)... BRAIOAG AN HUB aldLNBHIOH® R0 MSANAIMOEEMI???

@RAIMIGRIBS @IGOE: MSaNILNo, MIMENIW] CATIAMOo QAUTV(@EBBUS B30)Es] BRI
HOOIG1HO)IMN)... EPYVDIMIGE a0JBVADIGLIBE GRAIONG CMIFHAOMIM BHOOIGIB60...
20QO1603 21B@OAL;DIMOV] a0§BWo Allg) HBHISIAN0... BRAUM af)P}®OS...

O

HBOMOQN cr)'la)q)&

@R (PP AOWIBIENZo;

DDA 2003 >353EBNTID NSO
@ROMNSIAMN’ S>00MIEIHO8B3o0.

qogE0. 3:26




BOYla]3 2300]S Pal0a]3(D

a09. MAMLIM 3.9aj).avl

“@nGaoud ailkddal @ealem ailg)ealol. HOHGAIBMMOIG @RSICIM)AIM GRAIOM U0Y(U0)
aHlay)” (2E®OWI 4:11).

oM WI@3 @1eWIgE] alClen)aM &oelo AILIGa[0P)0 @R UAODINLI TVBABUDHHMIW B0)
200000a3(SIV% @RYWREDIOM 2Qa@Iellm) HAUSIVIGE 6216la|Fafjala] MlaFialdE)e:MOW]
@IRY(VOADTIGEISEH MSANQIOYAND HENEIFENE. @Y(UOAHOI MEINZ GRWIAINIL MNRINOW]
S06MYaN a)0)B0 2ileItlcd B00U8. @RYWOREEBRUE Allvd)EL MUNRINWVIBIEHEMO A MEE
830322 la{lee)anald. GaUEWIS HOBAI0 BGlEHEE DO BIAO|S;EMMMENE. M MILise)an
aquoelo afluoyELaoem oeflad Mlamlo ©210)a] @RYlaf) BOQH:. I8 MILiL)aN aLOAI
ailuo)ELAEM MM )OI MEMMo BOBAVEQ|S;AMANNE afO 2l}Qlo MSHYAN IGO0
MVoERAIBS)o.

@RABaUR0Mo @) M)$)aIM)o Aflud)ELMIEN) ag)aM 2{lam @RAIMGlalee)aNENE DDWINID
G0 IMIUOD alClafleean):

DDUDOAIMVYABo AVBQJo VWD &slemll
RO 00 ROO

COMDMICLOM @61 E=IN0

QO WBBIVYMVIRLMO (EDDUDO:1)

ODUWIEM @)A1 2)$}AIM)0 MIOEOMIGIE)IMN). @ID®)OGH6NE Mo R)AWI@3 ag)ailes @Ry
Qle9)MEAI0 @PAMSo QNlUd)ELAIE:EMo. BGROMEWISIo MISAAN GRIAHIOEWIS}o ML)
aqunelo aflud)ELAEM af)M) BOGENE|S)OMIANYENE. af)GAINIS)o BIGINE|S)OMT3 VNSO
aNYENE. IO aB@) MLOLICINOVGlH6)IM)EAI0 @RAllSo afluo)ELAOWVS] MV)HHICHHINET) af)DG
DOMOQUOBIMIRO6EM; )S)06NINIB00, B0anlTVOMH00, @RYUNDAIHHI0; af)QAUOSW)0 a)© 03
avoarilebyo ailu)ELlWIesS @RSAIEH:0LI0WIGlenemMo.

9210la U3 @UD)ELIVITE GRAIM)M@IEM @M)WV GMI)E063 &)2le>E3 MIMHE
(al@QICoMo gnel. GMIMIlON] alSIA@IT ®)0HEMI0WE MO TVudel Aelh®®:8)o 2V al
Sl@IEIBHE3 Qlaj@IM)EUaH0 M(GED @RG:ECOMHBE HSHHOAN. al)P)ailad Mlan)o oMo
WEeIEn)83 aIGlAIBOMMAEM EMIMI. al)P) MVE:EI @RUV)ELIYIENHSWI0 GREISTIN) MSHEN)o.
DOMODIGLIHE HSHN)ECMIOUB @REIIENSU3 GRAITVOMIES)o; alldaN WIOMMAEM @O @RAM)
QIOO NITWH |G TVBIOMIT WlaN)o 988 allidalellw®3. GRGIM)EUaHo @V &lallwosm
GOm0, BIaHUWV]EN0, BEHUIMOWILN0. BGMIMI af)daM HUEMIBH)IMD alMERMIW]cel
HHOEM).

YN cninadlueeniGo * % % ag3(all@d 2022



9210la 08 @RYIW)AN® AilealelHg GeImINMN)o GAIBo 630daRa flenyam).
25600 0)Mailad mlan)o BosloWIglenaM apigEmI@d 3003 MUNaIBMIWV] @el MS] &
SOMOHINE BLlaNALIWIOS HVQo GHVOL. GRAICGNIS) MOSWIBBAINOLI0 ®LINSIVI0)
aM). @RI} HOEMM)ABGIMNE @RAOM afllam)sdam) (2 MVOMEAUGI 15:30). ABUOQD (alQIdal
HM)o 210H6)AUTV(@AR0, MUDalOBANAIV] MSMM aflealemIOd B0) &0l DENFOWI0)IN)
(aguo 20:2). 30a11G103 Qileidal H,0LI0 GMYOIOI CGMOEBIS) CMIUB EalBaN MSHE)AIOM
wleila)).  ©020010010)MEa 008 BRHMISIHBlo @RONOGHUDH0)0 DENBOWV0}AN) HHBAID
(LOVEENIOWO ILIH@WOWV]. GRAITVAOY DLIDOMENHUY BRMINF BOOIHW HOBENILIOD)
M @GRISN)0, WlatidhBBH:0H6@0 §aldBlWMDIGCRISe)0 MWa)). 6MOM HalGladrud @RIl
20gl GMOMIGRINS HSCHNMBMIVIFNE. HeMIMIC af)OM a0JBVOBNOG BHOBUWD &9
CHEMB@IVIFIENE. GMOIMI a0yBVOIT WA HWal)o, HOHBI0 HP)HIBHBWIM B0aflellod
ORINIHH6MO. 0P aldhUd DUBHNI 1BV MIGO6NE HOLlo.

@RSl §210)ajHST afSlow)es MIead arlemlgyens, alGlw)ELMITW MMNOIOY
210101 )s M)MIlGRIBS, af)SIaWOS al)eMIAEM af)HaN MVICHHEMNBD® af)aD GENIOELYO.

“@rS)0m)MLIEI0MROM H06MmOM8 GRSHUlBHSILICOmOD

@PO)aIM10003 @REJUDLMOIVWOM BRMIOLINNOURIOLO” ag)MM &Hall aldSIV® of)Sl2W)eSs
aljemyo B3032Oa|S;EmIMOEM. adleilafledss af)9}@EmMIud alDeenas @Wlaoo aodadla]l
HOY)ID@)o @O@)A(@@6M (HIIV®)aflod ool MIEBEIT3 QEMBIBHOF af)a. af)aN6T)
(@lv®)ailend @oalo; 288018 MEBOSHOIUE G(UDHI0EM af) MBS (HITV@)ailead goalo.
(B ®) af)Slaw)es 2)30mIa3ERIAINEM. GEIR0 B (@IENMAIOM M)Mailed 6210061 WIeS
MGalonel WIaN®, Moo @YHO @RM)WNALHEMER @Y (BIMVMIAUEM.  af)aBISo af)CaD
CRI0H0 2)9}0IM allSlajSenom8s @AWW BRAOCEIAUODINM (110} 200 AOM3.
emOMiload A®ILN®»U3 DLIAIOH®)0MISIo a)SIAWAS aljeMio @RYEAIOBo M)dH0J0. @Y
W5 6210l 812001 TVIPREIRICHOG O8B0BSGRIS (HITV@)allom @MWIAIMo
®21Q)0o0.

9210Gla 08 630GOOMMIV] @RYI2A0F] a)BEM@WIEEIHE MSAMNBGQOYIM (HIvGAiled
@)alo 2EMOWV] MVYQNGUDAHUSM AUGI2ISINE DOMOW] 4:1-11 AUOOWIBB AUIB | BBSIT. @YanD
ooilenss auwlm?}0aqflenod (KA (AIGRIEHM. alCRI(BWEEBBIOS @1Ya0I0H DI
WNGaHW 2]} B06ME (SHITT®) BGRDIOM (aIG]EOWIHHNAM). HOBAUNDD @YaOB]2)od06ne =il
HOYIM a)(@M. H0Fal®)o, GHUBANW)o, MalBUOMAl}o af)eldo MMIW)o (Gladm)ailleag e
WEBEENeS BRO1E2IS)ENO|SMIBEMo. CMIMIIGRISH)BS H:H6Mo GRGIMBS@MIEM.

@O (A IAUGONHMISIMBS GHeMo M1OAG HHBAUNOD alO1BULO0Y)® )M A IGO0
(GO WH)MN) (H1TV®). BRGR)® (2 IAUGONHDIWV, FNIOMANEIAI0 AUSAC)HOLL; 03leE
8)0S Gald MIBYODOLIN@MDITE TVEMaHlE)Alad af)M) BClEOEE (HIMV®) UBlany
@IOO (alenIOWlalee)an)ens. GROR)MEBBIOS al)0GH: OS)AN af)GINIS)o (HIMV®) B0G
afleoym® seamas); cmomi Mo asslerlss @ICIWAMBE TLAWAEM. GROWIGI

enINASlua6NIGo * k% a@(oll@d 2022



HSM  ADGLISTHN)0MSBS TVaWo. @RAIlES MIW)o MIHAG @MROIMo @I(@o. WIOM
omlod @RYYO®Is Hecalae MIWo BMMITIOmI0)0.

GRINGOMIN Da0MIo M)P}AUIM0 @DI0 af)aM (AICGEIIRHM alOWIEMIOUD GRO @R
)9S, W)BOBIOAG HUTMA0ET. CMOMI DEAIBHUWIOS 210068BUY MIOAD alClajles)o. @EAITVI
MOIT3 HOBAIDLIO® BAN)o AN GRAITLNWVIEGEILS GO af)O®o. alDERIA (Qla0o
@R @MBAUCTIGLIHE af)TMANYNE. GO af)Lld @RA0E:O00I)0 2lOa|MM)o 2IAIBOIN)o ag)siy],
(@l @eaIam @pa)ely MWl qVIAD2dEE]. MI0IEMAM) (BOANM HERMS] all§ §eBe:0g]
21619 BHLNHOB0OBH DGIOMW HAUS]OWIG BB, HAUOYO@ )G HAUITHH)aN
OMIOBN B0)MIxlato cB06NS LI00@WIWV]Ba 000 af)MM DUBHAIS] 2 o. HOBAICTVAIMSOHOID
H60U8 @ROLOMA0 HEOBAUTVMUOBMAIHEMAT alClBH)H®)o alClalee)HW)o HalP® B00210
oy 2eim:owlcd Rlallajloyam). cINmIWes 203 MDAMICWOT, GRIOGOMINNG 20WO
(alale@lo Qfl§ B0)MOU3, MAIBHUE QIVY)AD DLIVIOS HMOYBHWITE WIOMOMIT3 @RAGIM).
¢MOMilead @RAITVIMo ENILOMT ag)aM AVANDIITVAVE DBWo HHIENG). RGN MIaslBMVan)
EMA0EM DLIB:O HEOMIRNSHITVE. HHBGAITVMUIBMo CMIMIOG QIS0 LlBG:HYQNAIEM.
MSCHNMBD® BGMOMIILNHS af)COMEMIB®)o ¢MOMI@3. @RANOS §OBARMMIAB MO Uv)(Ud)
aHlB)AUIMOW &0CM1B1H9)aM).

eMOMileOd (aIB0Mo af)OM M)MIIG3 ALIBHAD OBN}EMUOUB EHUBHH)AN VIO BEAN
BB aflvddal) al§)2006MORBI@ 210la}d08 @RFl2)}A00ee]|SeMo. §alBlafjdud @oYla))
20960|501M OMIW)o HOBAUADION (aleMOOm mloailenem. HeBAIEIR O3 Paildl
WOO® MIEIHHNIND BEINWBB). TVEAOIBOOM WIOANE OO MOAN TVEMaSlHN)aN (alem
VONIOM o INIR60. HOBAUCTHIOM (aleM®o WIAVIENHS TVEA0IBOMIEAISE B)H101063
6Mo, @®IM) M1end @PUV)RLIWAS ©al0lajdu8 GRYlaf) M0QOa|SeMo. @PUD)RLIM:UE @RYla))
20g] Mlatial0B8)smouf] allu)aslolcalss Msende. GMIMIlDMg aleMyo @YAIOAGIE2]S)BH0.

O

AUBM020WBIENEg MIBRIZINS Lld2Ao.
BREMIVAWo., GIRHOIAID GOMBRIBENIWI,
(1G9 (2l 2IMNQAIED@TIMNOWII,

OIOAEMMEONS @1R) (NaOleN3RIA3.

(1 @001 14:1)

56 [sllliles)orlsier) * % % ag3(all@d 2022



HOW DOES JESUS OF NAZARETH INFLUENCE US
WHO ARE CENTURIES SEPARATED FROM HIM BY TIME AND SPACE?

Bro. Joshin Joy OIC

There are many great people who can influence usin this era. But what special isin Jesus
Christ who is influencing this world in the present time and space? There are several ways in
which aperson may influence us, even long after hisor her death. And thefirst way isby teaching
about the truth which is being long remembered by people and becoming role models.

Plato and Aristotle are enshrined in our universities and professors talk about them every
year. &t. Augustineand St. Aquinas by their written word instruct our hearts, minds and soul inthe
things of god and humanity. Our blessed lord can influence us in the same way. His heavenly
words of wisdom were not allowed to fade away in a breeze but were caught up by his four
evangelists -St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, St. John. so that all who could read or hear would
know the wisdom of one who spoke not as scribes and Pharisees but as one having authority. The
scriptures then are the first great link between the past and the present. But thisis second way in
which characters made themselves felt in present by their great example. Anyone who had a
biographer writes about him and projects his personality into the future and we get influenced.
For example, when we read daily saint in refectory as a part of our time table, it becomes a
challengeto be saintly and to become braveindividuals. | n the same manner, our lord can influence
our day because he hasleft us abeautiful example of aholy moral life that we should follow. We,
too can be forgiving as he forgave, we can be gentle as he was gentle, prayerful ashewasin his
long night vigils on the mountain tops with his heavenly father and thus showing great self-
sacrifice for his people. Some people say that Christianity is a memory about a man who once
lived and died. If that wasall what is Christianity, thenit should die, for people cannot beinfluenced
by memory alone.

Christianity isfortunately more than amemory because L ord Jesusis something more than
aman. Heisatrue God and atrue man. Being God, he can influence not only by histeaching and
example, but also by his ways which belongsto him alone as God. Others may leave their titles,
their bonds, their doctrines and their biographies but he has influenced many by sacrificing his
earthly life for hisloving people.

There are three phases to the complete life of the Christ. His eternal life, his glorified life
and his mystical life. Without anyone of them we cannot know Christ. Those who consider his
earthly life, will end up only knowing him as a good man and a good teacher of ethics. So, the
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whole Christ isnot only in his earthly life but also in his glorified life and hismystical life. Heis
not only truth because of his teaching, not only our way because of his example but also our life
because heisour saviour who livesin each one of us. Heisnot something gone away from us. But
living among us. making our life liveable, hopeful and glad. Each day he comes to our hearts
through the Holy Mass. He was born in Bethlehem and died in Jerusalem for us. Thereis nothing
past in him which is eternal. There are no memories in him that is same yesterday, today and
tomorrow. There is no distance from hereto Galilee, for he who is divineisin the very centre of
our hearts. Because heis eternal.
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GOLDEN JUBILEE OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
15-05-1972 to 15-05-2022

. Alphonse Powidh §1C
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